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WELCOME TO DANCE CITY PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE!

 

Dance City is Canberra’s largest performing arts facility in the ACT and surrounding areas.  At Dance City we offer classes in Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Hip Hop, Singing, Drama, Acrobatics, Contemporary, National Character and Stretch/Limber and Conditioning classes.  All ages are catered for from 3 years and up. 

Our aim is to see children reach their full potential physically and intellectually.  Performing arts also enhances social and emotional development, encouraging positive self esteem, resilience and commitment.

 

 

INTRODUCING AMY FITZPATRICK

PRINCIPAL OF DANCE CITY

As Principal of Dance City, I have studied ballet, tap, jazz, character, singing and drama since the age of five.  I have qualifications in Classical Ballet (R.A.D Teaching Cert.), Jazz (Modern, I.D.T.A Teaching Cert.) and Tap (I.D.T.A Teaching Cert.).  This has given me the opportunity to perform professionally both nationally and internationally, supporting the likes of Kylie Minogue & John Farnham on the “Tour of Duty” within East Timor.  I have also danced in Japan and taught in the USA. 

 

I have a long-time affiliation with the Canberra Musical Theatre Industry and have won multiple awards for show choreography, including Best Choreography in a Musical for the very successful “Jesus Christ Superstar” “and “Hot Mikado,” and have been recognised for my contribution to the dance industry and promoting healthy lifestyle in Canberra. I have also received the Canberra Critics Award for Choreography.  I have experience in writing & producing children’s’ entertainment shows, and regularly choreograph for corporate functions and media events.  I am a regular adjudicator at national dance competitions and Eisteddfods and have been a guest judge at the Rock Eisteddfod Grand Finals. 

 

I am proud to say I have had former students now working in the industry in a variety of genres of professional employment nationally and internationally.  I take my profession very seriously, and believe the results of my students, and the rapport I have shared with them and their families supports my level of commitment. 
 

Yours in dance

Amy Fitzpatrick

 

OVERVIEW OF CLASSES

 

Ballet:  R.A.D Syllabus is studied incorporating Classical, National Character and Free Movement techniques.  Extra classes are offered for exam preparations and vocational study.

 

Tap:  B.A.L Syllabus is studied providing excellence in tap technique and level qualifications.  Exam preparation (for eligible students) is also provided in this style.  For beginning students from Year 7 upwards we offer Beginner Teen Tap.

 

Jazz:  Exam Preparation (for eligible students) through BAL syllabus is taught in conjunction with current styles and techniques, to prepare students for all aspects of performance in this style.

 

Hip Hop:  Energetic and fun, this urban street style of dance provides students with the latest commercial techniques.

 

Acrobatics:  Flexibility, Strength and Team work are skills developed through this safe and fun Floor Gymnastics program. Tumbling, team balancing and circus skills are taught in this very popular form of performing arts.

 

Contemporary:  (Open to all students from Grade 5 Ballet exam level onwards).  Floor work, improvisation, use of space and levels combined to provide students with an 

advanced technique and physical development.

 

National Character:  (Open to all students from Grade 5 Ballet exam level onwards).  The study of traditional national dance from various countries around the world.  National Character has a strong classical base.

 

Stretch/Limber and Conditioning:  (participants must be taking a minimum of two (2) ballet classes a week).  Warm up, stretching, flexibility and strength is developed to improve students agility and technique.

 

Singing:  Vocal technique and styles are developed through private lessons. Students learn rhythm and musicianship and can be prepared for choirs and competitions.

 

Drama:  Students are provided with skills such as script analysis, dramatic technique and theatre sports in a fun and interactive environment. 

 

Tiny Tots (3 year olds) and Preschool Dance (4 year olds):  A fun and atmospheric class introducing ballet, jazz and tap (preschool only).  This class will develop gross motor skills, musicality, creativity and imaginative skills.
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Every teacher at Dance City is qualified and passionate not only about dancing but also about teaching.
 

CONCERT

Dance City holds their annual concert at the end of each year.  The concert is an excellent opportunity for students to showcase their talent and hard work to parents and friends.  Participation in the concert is not compulsory however students who do participate must be available for all dress rehearsals and performances.

 

SHOW TEAM

“DC Kids” represent the centre at competitions and events locally and nationally.  Participation is by selection only and students are expected to maintain a high level of study and dedication.

 

STUDIOS

Dance City boasts five fully equipped studios and music rooms with sprung floors, bars, mirrors and air-conditioning.  Change rooms are provided for students and parents are welcome to wait in our café style foyer.  We have our own raised stage for presentations and facilities can be hired to the general public.

 

DC GEAR
DC Gear stocks Dance City uniforms, clothes, stockings, shoes, and bags along with a variety of hair accessories and giftware.  DC Gear will also sell your good quality second- hand dance items.  

 

KIOSK

The Kiosk is open during office hours and offers a variety of hot and cold drinks and snacks.

 

COMMUNICATION

Information including accounts and notices will be sent via email where possible.  Notices will also be made available at the office and on the notice board located in the foyer outside the office.  Please check the notice boards regularly.  

Parents are asked to provide accurate and up to date information if change occurs including email addresses.

 

TERM DATES

Dance City runs in conjunction with ACT school term dates.

 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

Classes will not be held on Canberra Day, Anzac Day, Easter Friday, Saturday or Monday and Queens Birthday.  Fees are adjusted accordingly.  

 

CATCH UP CLASSES

Classes missed due to illness or extended holidays can be made up at another time within that term.  This must be arranged with Miss Amy before attending any catch up class. No refunds for missed classes

 

FEEDBACK

Dance City aims to provide all families with highly positive dance experiences.  We are happy to receive any feedback you may have about our services.  

If you have any problems or concerns Miss Amy is happy to discuss these with you so a solution can be sought.  If Amy is unavailable due to teaching commitments, please leave a message with office staff or ring and leave a message on the answering machine.  Amy will get back to you as soon a possible.
 BEHAVIOUR AND STUDENT CONDUCT

Classes at Dance City aim to be fun and educational.  We believe that all children should feel comfortable and safe within the studio environment, therefore physical (hitting, kicking, unwanted physical contact) and verbal (swearing and name-calling, etc) abuse will not be tolerated.  If an incident occurs in class the following steps will be taken:

·
Teachers will call the child aside and explain why the behavior is unacceptable.

·
If the behavior continues, teachers will discuss the situation with Miss Amy and parents and mutual strategies will be developed to alleviate the behavior.

·
If the behavior continues to be a problem further action will be taken and a student may be asked to leave the school.

All students, regardless of age, are expected to behave appropriately whenever at the 

centre or representing Dance City in public.  Any behavior that is illegal or unbecoming of Dance City students (eg alcohol consumption, smoking, unacceptable language etc) may result in immediate expulsion.

 

FEE INFORMATION    

Lesson Fees (from January 2011)

30 minute classes
$10.00 (inc gst)

75min Classes

$16.00(inc gst)
45 minute classes
$12.00 (inc gst)

90min Classes

$18.00(inc gst)
60 minute classes
$14.00 (inc gst)

 

Fees are payable by the term only.  If a student decides to leave part way through the term fees are not refundable.

 

A 10% discount applies to students enrolled for 3 or more classes per week (based on a full 10 week term payment).

A 10% discount to siblings enrolled in equal or less hours per week (based on a full 10 week term payment). This discount is void if each sibling qualifies for the first discount. Please make sure you have the relevant discount applied to your bill each Term as fees will not be adjusted on the next term’s invoice if missed.
METHODS OF PAYMENT

Payment can be made by, cash, cheque, EFTPOS/Credit Card and direct deposit (please quote invoice number).  Cheques can be made out to Dance City.

 

OVERDUE ACCOUNTS

Accounts are payable, during office hours, by the second (2nd) week of each term.  Payment after this will incur a 10% late fee.  Please see Amy if you wish to discuss any account issues.

 

COPYRIGHT AND ADMINISTRATION FEE

A $17.00 copyright and administration fee will be invoiced to parents at the beginning of Term 1 (or the first term of attendance for new students).  This fee covers the copyright requirements for the use of music throughout the year, and for the concert.

 

COSTUME FEES

Each class has the opportunity to perform at the end of year concert and costumes will be made or purchased for each student.  A standard fee will be charged for each costume.  Some costumes may need further decorating/sequining by parents.
UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS

 

All uniform items can be purchased through the Dance City shop.

 

BALLET—Girls Uniform

Tiny tots and Preschool

Pink cotton leotard - no sleeve, gathered front.  Theatrical Pink ballet tights, full sole canvas or leather ballet shoes with elastics. (Tap shoes for Preschoolers are optional). Pink crossover (optional). Pink skirt (optional).  Hair should be worn in a bun or neat and off the face.

 

Pre-Primary and Primary

Pink cotton leotard - no sleeve, gathered front.  Theatrical Pink ballet tights, full sole leather ballet shoes with elastics.  Pink crossover (optional).  Pink voile skirt.  Hair in a bun.
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Grade 1-5

Navy blue cotton leotard-Shoe string strap, gathered front and back.  Theatrical Pink ballet tights, full sole leather ballet shoes (elastics G1-2, ribbons G3-5)

Exam Students also require Black Character shoes (Flat heel G1-2, Cuban heel G3-5) & navy waist elastic.  Navy blue crossover (optional).  Hair in a bun.

 

Grade 6-8 

Navy blue thick strap leotard with velvet bodice. Theatrical Pink ballet tights, full or split sole leather ballet shoes with elastics.

Black Cuban heel Character shoes.  Navy chiffon calf length skirt.  Navy blue crossover (optional).  Hair in a bun.

 

Vocational Grades

Plain Navy blue or Black leotard . Theatrical Pink ballet tights.  
Intermediate Foundation - full sole leather ballet shoes with ribbons and pointe shoes.  Intermediate to Advanced 2 – demi-pointe and pointe shoes.

Hair in a bun.  Undergarments must not be visible.  Students are encouraged to wear a body stocking.

 

BALLET—Boys Uniform

Tiny tots – Grade 2                                                        
White short sleeved leotard, navy blue cotton lycra shorts.

White full sole canvas or leather ballet shoes with white socks.

 

Grade 3 – 5

White short sleeved leotard, navy blue cotton Lycra leggings.

White full sole leather ballet shoes with white socks.

Senior Grades

White leotard—no sleeve, navy blue cotton lycra leggings.

Black leather ballet shoes with black socks.

 

(from Grade 1 – 8 examination students will require black character shoes)

 
JAZZ & TAP – Girls Uniform

Please note: students who take ballet will be permitted to wear the ballet leotard in Jazz and Tap classes, and vice versa.  

Students taking exams will need to purchase B.A.L. approved 

uniform for exams. These can be purchased through Bloch (Woden).

 

Beginners – Primary 
Pink cotton leotard - no sleeve, gathered front, theatrical pink ballet tights, Dance City Pink/Grey shorts. Crossover (optional), Hair in a bun

Jazz shoes – tan, split sole. 
Grade 1-Advanced Jazz 
B.A.L. blue leotard, B.A.L. shorts or DC Ballet uniform, theatrical pink ballet tights, Jazz shoes – tan, split sole. 
Beginners – Primary Tap 
Pink cotton leotard - no sleeve, gathered front, theatrical pink ballet tights, Crossover (optional), Hair in a bun
Tap shoes – tan, flat heel.  
Grade 1- Advanced Tap B.A.L. blue leotard or DC Ballet uniform, theatrical pink ballet tights,
(Elementary/above require black split sole tap shoes)
Teen Tap & Jazz

DC crop top or singlet with DC shorts or 3/4 pants, or B.A.L leotard. Hair must be tied back.

Jazz shoes – tan, split sole. 

Tap shoes – Tan-flat heel with buckle or black split sole tap shoes

 

JAZZ & TAP—Boys Uniform

White fitted plain t-shirt or leotard, Navy blue DC ¾ boys pants.

Jazz shoes - Black split sole, white socks.

Tap shoes – Black lace up, flat heel

 

HIP HOP

DC crop top or singlet with DC shorts or 3/4 pants/leggins, or leotard with dance pants over. Jazz shoes, jazz sneakers or runners. Hair must be tied back.

 

ACROBATICS

DC crop top or singlet with DC shorts OR leotard with shorts
 
 

DANCE CITY PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE

Contact details

Location:  63-65 Sheppard St, Hume, ACT 2620

Postal Address:  as above

Phone number:  02-6260 1171

Fax:  02-6260 1172

Email:  amy@dancecity.net.au


www.dancecity.net.au

Office hours
Monday to Friday:  3.45pm-6.45pm    Saturday: 9.00am-12.00pm
Sunday: Closed
